
Coach Clark US Government 
aclark@aledoisd.org 

1st&8th Period Athletics 

7th Period Conference   

Course Overview 

Government is the institution through which a society makes and enforces its public policies—all those 

things a government decides to do. Every government has three kinds of power: legislative power, or the 

power to establish law; executive power, or the power to carry out the law; and judicial power, or the power    

to interpret laws and settle disputes. These powers are often outlined in a constitution—the body of laws 

that sets out a government’s structure, principles, and processes. 

 

Course Outline 
 

1st and 3rd Grading Cycle 

 

Celebrate Freedom Week  
 Constitutional Freedoms  

 Civic Participation 
TEKS: GOV 1B, 6F, 12C 
 
Unit 1: Foundations of the U.S. 
Constitution  

 Philosophical/Intellectual 
and Tradition that 
influences the U.S. 
Constitution  

 Religious Traditions 

 Political 
Traditions/Comparisons of 
the Governmental System  

TEKS: GOV 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E, 6A, 
6C 
 
Unit 2: Introduction to the U.S. 
Constitution  

 Principles of the 
Constitution  

 Structure of the 
Constitution  

 Application of the 
constitution  

 Including Political 
Identification/Definition  

TEKS: GOV 6B, 6D, 6E, 7A, 7E, 7G, 7H, 8A, 8B, 8C, 
8D, 11A, 12A, 12B, 12C, 12D 

 
2nd and 4th Grading Cycle 

  
Unit 3: The Branches of Government  
Structures and Functions: 

 Legislative Branch 

 Executive Branch 

 Judicial Branch  
TEKS: GOV 1F, 7A, 7B, 7C, 7D, 9B, 9C, 12E, 12F, 12G 
 
Unit 4: Levels of Government, the Economy and 
Civil Rights  

 Levels of Government 

 Landmark Supreme Court Cases 

 Civil Rights and Civil Liberties  

 How the free enterprise system works with 
different levels of government 

TEKS: GOV 4A, 4B, 4C, 5A, 5B, 7F, 16A, 16B, 17A, 
17B 
 
Unit 5: Political Participation  

 Political Socialization  

 Public Opinion 

 Linkage Institutions 

 Personal Responsibility vs. Civic 
Responsibility 

TEKS: GOV 2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, 3C, 9A, 10A, 10B, 13A, 
13B, 13C, 14A, 14B, 14C, 15A, 15B, 18A, 18B 

 
 

Supplies 
  

       #2 pencils, sharpened 

       Blue or Black Pen 

       Composition Journal 

 
 

Student Behavior Expectations 

 BE RESPONSIBLE – You are responsible for your choices and behavior. Follow all school 

rules as listed in the Aledo Student Handbook.

 SHOW RESPECT – Show that you care enough about yourself, people and property to do the 
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right thing.

 HAVE A POSITIVE ATTITUDE – 90% of achievement is from ATTITUDE; 10% is 

ABILITY. Be willing to try; do everything to the best of your ability, without whining or excuses.

 

Course Requirements 
 Participation: Participate positively in class activities and actively contribute to discussions.

 Tardy Policy: Be in your seat and ready to participate when the tardy bell rings. When the tardy bell rings I 

will shut the door and you are now tardy.

 Daily Work: DAILY work includes reading the textbook, taking notes, quizzes, writings, and class 

discussions. DAILY work not completed in class must be completed as Homework.

 Make-up work: Students are responsible to obtain and complete class work and turn it in to be graded. If the 

student is absent one day, they have one day to make-up and turn in the completed work, etc…

 Quizzes: May or may not be announced. Quizzes may count as EXAM or DAILY work.



  

 

 Exams: Exams will be announced in advance.

If you are absent on Exam days, you must make arrangements to come in the next day you are in school, before 

school or after school, to make up the Exam. 
 Projects: Projects will be announced.

There will be at least one project for each of the nine weeks grading periods. Projects will require some 

independent work on the student’s part. 

 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism, copying, and cheating are NEVER allowed. Plagiarism is when you take ideas, words, 

or writing and claim them as your own. This applies to your textbook and all other sources you use to get 

information. Any ideas you did not know before, or any uncommon facts, must be cited – given credit to the 

author. Copying ideas and/or works from another student, a book, the Internet, magazines, newspapers, or other 

sources is cheating and will not be allowed without the proper citation. Allowing someone to use or copy your 

work is cheating, and you will face the same consequences as the student who used your work. Violation of this 

policy will result in a zero on the entire assignment and a referral to the Vice Principal. 

 

Computer Use: It is a privilege to use computers in the classroom. Students observed using another student’s 

password, trying to access unauthorized area of the school network or Internet (sites making reference to 

violence, sex, nudity, or drugs), fraudulently copying software, copying class-work of another student, or 

creating/deleting files or folders will automatically have their privileges revoked and face disciplinary action. 

 

Grading: Grades are based on the following percentage breakdown: 40% DAILY Work and Quizzes,60%  

Projects and Tests. We will follow the district grading policy.  

 
Late Work: 1st day the assignment is late, it will be 10 points deducted.   2nd day the assignment is late, it will be 

30 points deducted.  Anytime after that it will be 50 points deducted.  

 
 

 

 


